ROBESPIERRE  AND  PARIS
the discussions of the year before, but which were so grotesquely out of place upon this terrible occasion when they could only recall his older and more consistent self. Of wlaat kind must that man have been to have persisted even under the spell of tragedy in such long phrases as these ? The importance of the occasion compels me to transcribe them. They are commonly neglected and very well worthy of remembrance. There is no space to give them in full.
" I have no taste for long speeches upon sell-evident matters. They are of a sinister augury for the fortunes of liberty. I have ever made it a special point to leave aside the distinctions of logomachy, which only appear when there is a desire to evade the logical consequences of some recognised principle. I have never learned the art of dividing my political existence in such fashion as to find in myself two separate functions, that of the judge and that of the statesman. I am incapable of so outraging reason and justice as to regard the life of a despot as being of greater weight than that of common citizens, and of putting my intellect to the rack in order to save the greatest of criminals from a fate which the law pronounces against crimes far less grave, and which the law has already inflicted upon his accomplices. I will remain inflexible against oppressors, because I remain compassionate for the oppressed. I know nothing of that humanity which is for ever sacrificing whole peoples and protecting tyrants. The sentiment which drove me to beg from the Constituent Assembly the abolition of capital punishment, is the very same which to-day drives me to ask for its special application to the arbitrary ruler of my country, and to monarchy itself in his person. I have no occasion to prophesy or to conjure up future and unknown despots, and I will use no such vision to excuse me from striking this man whom I have
